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Central Lutheran Church, ELCA 
1000 Easton Rd., Dallas, Texas 

 

God calls us to proclaim the Gospel and demonstrate Christ’s love for all. 

Please turn off your cell phone. 

This service is being livestreamed to our neighbors near and far on Facebook.  

Most of the sanctuary- including all leaders and worshippers- is on camera. 
 

 

BELL PEAL (10:30 am) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION on “The King of Love my Shepherd is” Jerry van der Pol  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims 

us and calls us beloved. 

C Amen. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Holy One, 

C we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your 

gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in 

one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open 

our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our 

hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

P Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are 

called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of 

the world. 

C Amen. 

 

  



3 
 

GATHERING HYMN       ELW 634 

 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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GLORY TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we 

inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the 

strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 

my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day 

of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from 

the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains 

of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them 

with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall 

lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of 

Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 

Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 

injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed 

them with justice. 

 20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep 

and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 

animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and 

they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 

feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David 

shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

L Word of God, Word of Life 

C Thanks be to God 
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PSALM 95:1-a 

Sung responsively. 

 
    1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 

 2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 

  and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 

 3For you, LORD, | are a great God, 

  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 

 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 

  the heights of the hills are | also yours.  

 5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 

  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 

 6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 

  let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. 

 7aFor the LORD | is our God, 

  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s  

hand. 

 

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things 

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

L Word of God, Word of Life 

C Thanks be to God 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON       Pastor Veronika 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

 

READING OF THE GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before 

him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the 

king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 

I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was 

it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 

drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 

you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And 

the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, 

‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing 

to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 

did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   

C   Praise to you O Christ 
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SERMON         Pastor Veronika   
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        ELW 666 

 
 

NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
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not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Please sit or kneel for prayer.  

 

The response to each spoken petition is: 

P Lord, in your mercy  

C Hear our prayer. 

 

People with prayer needs: Lydia Landfair, Selena Dybdahl, and Ruth Steiner.  

 

The prayers conclude: 

P …through your son Jesus Christ, our Lord  

C Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
The peace we share is a sign of God’s mission of reconciliation among us and the reconciliation we have with 

one another in Christ Jesus. Please offer a symbol of reconciliation to one another. 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.           

C And also with you.  
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THE OFFERING 
We give thanks for what God has first given us. Our ministry to the people of East Dallas is supported by your 

offering. An offering plate is available in the narthex after worship. You may also use our online giving 

through Vanco, PayPal, or Givelify (available in the App Store) or continue to mail your offerings to our 

office. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING: Crown Him with Many Crowns  

Sung by the choir 
1 Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 

 hark, how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

 Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

 and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 

 

4 Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave 

 and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

 His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, 

 who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

 

5 Crown him the Lord of peace, whose pow’r a scepter sways 

 from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise. 

 His reign shall know no end, and round his piercèd feet 

 fair flow’rs of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

6 Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 

 creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 

 All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 

 thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, 

and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these 

gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast 

upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 

Sovereign and Servant. 

C Amen 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

HOLY 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed…  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

COMMUNION 
As you come forward for the Sacrament, please sanitize your hands with the sanitizer found on the first pew. 

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. You may kneel or stand. The host will be dipped in the chalice and 

placed in your hand. If you prefer to receive only the host, please tell the ministers. If you would like to receive a 

blessing instead, please fold your arms in front of your chest. At this time there is no consecrated grape juice.  

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
Follow the guidance of the ushers if you decide to walk up to the Altar to receive the Sacraments.  

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Meditative organ music is played as the congregation receives the Holy Communion.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and 

generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

C Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls 

us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         ELW 434 
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DISMISSAL 

P Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

Acknowledgments:  

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Entrance Hymn: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6 

Music: CORONATION, Oliver holden, 1765-1844 

 

Hymn of the Day: What Wondrous Love is This 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th Cent., alt.  

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 

 

Musical Offering: Crown Him With Many Crowns 

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903 

 

Sending Hymn: Jesus Shall Reign 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.  

Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Visitors, we are glad to have you with us and invite you to come again! 
 

Pr. Veronika’s Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 10 am - 2 pm; other days/times by 

appointment.  
 

Serving in Worship today: Usher: Lisa Barse; and Lector: Carrie Enocksen; Flowers 

courtesy of Lisa Barse.   
 

Ushers & Lectors needed: Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
 

Sunday School & Lunch: We have once-a-month "Sunday School" for all ages. Join us for 

a lunch and discussion of the Bible and our Lutheran heritage. Our last meeting of 2023 will 

be next Sunday, December 3, after worship. Come join the fellowship and ministry 

together! 
 

Have you seen our Angel Tree at the back of the sanctuary? It's more than just festive 

decor—it's an open invitation to make a difference. Each ornament holds the hopes and 

dreams of a child, who happens to be a refugee or immigrant, all in collaboration with the 

Emanuel Community Center—a cherished ministry of Emanuel Lutheran Church. So, how 

about it? Pick up an ornament, learn about a child's age, gender, and their holiday wishes. 

By bringing those wishes to life, you're not just adding sparkle to their holiday; you're 

becoming a living embodiment of community spirit. Grab your ornaments, get those gifts, 

and let's make this season brighter for these families. The due date for the magic is 

December 3. Please return the presents, unwrapped and tagged with the child's name 

and number by December 3. How many wishes will you be granting this year? 
 

Advent Vespers & Soup Supper: Join our Advent Vespers & Soup Supper at this Advent 

season! On Wednesdays (December 6, 13, and 20), we're coming together to prepare for the 

arrival of Jesus. We start at 6:00 pm with a soup and sandwich dinner. At 6:45 pm, we'll 

transition into vespers, an intimate and reflective time. This gathering is in partnership 

with Emanuel Lutheran Church, extending an open invitation to all who seek a midweek 

reprieve from the holiday hustle. Embrace the spirit of the season with us!  

And if a daytime service suits you better, First United Lutheran has you covered with a noon 

service on Wednesdays throughout Advent. Find them at 6202 E Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, 

TX 75214. Everyone is welcome to find solace and joy in these moments of reflection and 

community. Will we be seeing you there? 
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Poinsettia Orders: You may honor friends and family by purchasing poinsettias, which will 

decorate the altar during Christmas Eve. You may purchase a poinsettia plant for $15 

(cash, check, or online donations are all acceptable). If you purchase a poinsettia, please fill 

out a pink order form so we know whom you are honoring with your purchase. You may 

take your poinsettia(s) home after the worship service on Christmas Eve, December 24th.   
 

ELCA Good Gifts Catalog: As members of the ELCA, we believe that God is calling us 

into the world – together. And with generous, loving hands, we can make a difference. 

ELCA Good Gifts is your opportunity to provide critical support to the ministries and 

programs that mean the most to you and the people you love. The items in this catalog are 

real examples from projects currently supported through different churchwide ministries. 

For more information, see their flyer in the back of the sanctuary or visit their website: 

www.goodgifts.elca.org  

 

Scan this QR code (or go to linktr.ee/centrallutheranchurch) to connect 

with us, join our mailing list, or donate online.  

Our Prayer List: Please submit your prayer requests to the church office via 

email (central.lutheran.dallas@gmail.com) or via phone (214-327-2222).  

 
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING & COMFORT 

 

For healing Relationship 

Ruth & Eddie Steiner                                                  Sister & Brother-in-law of Susan 

Wrobbel and Judy Koble 

Charlotte Breedlove Neighbor of Harold Jones 

Irisz Gonda Friend of Pastor Veronika 

Tracee Bond Friend of Charlotte Danielson 

Selena Dybdahl  Sister of Mary Glenn 

Church Members  

Lydia Landfair  

Don Smith 

Mario Montejo 

Kris McDowell 

Yuvonne Muirhead 

 

 


