Central Lutheran Church

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
October 15, 2023

Rev. Veronika Czutor, Pastor
Harold Knight, PhD, Music Director
Rachel Brown, Administrative Assistant



Central Lutheran Church, ELCA

1000 Easton Rd., Dallas, Texas

God calls us to proclaim the Gospel and demonstrate Christ’s love for all.
Please turn off your cell phone.
This service is being livestreamed to our neighbors near and far on Facebook.
Most of the sanctuary- including all leaders and worshippers- is on camera.

BELL PEAL (10:30 am)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MUSICAL MEDITATION

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of =+ Jesus
Christ.
Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN ELW 836
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - et of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



NOW THE FEAST
Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your
life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 32: 1-14

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us;
as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him.” 2Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took
off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. “He took the gold from them,
formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods,
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” *When Aaron saw this, he built an
altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to
the LORD.” 6They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices
of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.

"The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way
that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt!”” °The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-
necked they are. *°Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may
consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”

11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? **Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought
them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’?
Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. *Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by
your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and
all this land that | have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it



forever.”” ¥*And the LoRD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on
his people.

L Word of God, Word of Life

C Thanks be to God

PSALM 23
Sung responsively.
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The Lorp | is my shepherd:;
I shall not | be in want.
’The LorD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
®You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved.

2| urge Euodia and 1 urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and | ask
you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the
work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are
in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ®Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. “And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.



8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. °Keep on doing the things that you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
L Word of God, Word of Life

C Thanks be to God
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Veronika
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words of e - ter - nal life

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord

READING OF THE GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
10Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. *Again he sent
other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the
wedding banquet.’ °But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, éwhile the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. “The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore into
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” 1°Those slaves went
out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

1Byt when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, *2and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. *Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him



hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” 1*For many are called, but few are chosen.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you O Christ

SERMON

Pastor Veronika
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 778
The Lord’s My Shepherd
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd; Il not want. He makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will 1 fear no ill;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-1ly fol-low me,
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in pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui - et wa - ters  by.

with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness,e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still;
my  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.

and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My  head thou dost with o0il a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
Please sit or kneel for prayer.
The response to each spoken petition is:
P Lord, in your mercy
C Hear our prayer.

People with prayer needs: Lydia Landfair, Ruth Steiner, and Rich Pounds.
The prayers conclude:

P ...through your son Jesus Christ, our Lord
C Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace we share is a sign of God’s mission of reconciliation among us and the reconciliation we have with
one another in Christ Jesus. Please offer a symbol of reconciliation to one another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

THE OFFERING

We give thanks for what God has first given us. Our ministry to the people of East Dallas is supported by your
offering. An offering plate is available in the narthex after worship. You may also use our online giving
through Vanco, PayPal, or Givelify (available in the App Store) or continue to mail your offerings to our
office.



MUSICAL OFFERING: You Are Called to Tell the Story

Sung by the choir

You are called to tell the story, passing words of life along,

Then to blend your voice with others as you sing the sacred song.
Christ be known in all our singing, filling all with songs of love.

You are called to tell the rhythm of the dance that never ends,
Then to move within the circle, hand in hand with strangers, friends.
Christ be known in all our dancing, touching all with hands of love.

You are called to set the table, blessing bread as Jesus blessed,
Then to come with thirst and hunger, needing care like all the rest.
Christ be known in all our sharing, feeding all with signs of love.

May the One whose love is broader than the measure of all space
Give us words to sing the story, move among us in this place.
Christ be known in all our living, filling all with gifts of love.

OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky,
C you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of your
creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with
your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

10
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed...

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

As you come forward for the Sacrament, please sanitize your hands with the sanitizer found on the first pew.
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. You may kneel or stand. The host will be dipped in the chalice and
placed in your hand. If you prefer to receive only the host, please tell the ministers. If you would like to receive a
blessing instead, please fold your arms in front of your chest. At this time there is no consecrated grape juice.
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The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Follow the guidance of the ushers if you decide to walk up to the Altar to receive the Sacraments.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Meditative organ music is played as the congregation receives the Holy Communion.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray, generous God,
C We thank you for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless,

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 696

Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult
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1 Je - sus calls us; o’er the tu - mult of our
2 As of old Saint An - drew  heard it by  the
3 Je - sus calls us from the wor - ship of  the
4 In our joys and in our sor - rows, days of
5 Je - sus calls us! By your mer - ¢y, Sav - ior,
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life’s wild, rest - less  sea, day by day his clear voice
Gal - 1 - le - an lake, turned from home and toil and
vain world’s gold - en  store, from each i - dol that would
toil and hours of ease, still he  calls, in cares and
may we  hear your call, give our hearts to your O -
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sound - ing, say - ing, “Chris - ftian, fol - low me:”
kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sus’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - ftian, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris-tian, love me more than these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.
DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Visitors, we are glad to have you with us and invite you to come again!

Pr. Veronika’s Office Hours: Tuesday — Friday 10 am - 2 pm; other days/times by
appointment.

Serving in Worship today: Usher: Irene Hallmon and Lector: Carrie Enocksen
Ushers & Lectors needed: Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex.

Church Cleanout Day: We will be having another church cleanout day after the worship
service today.

Reformation Fair: We are seeking volunteers for the Reformation Fair. Please see the
Count me in sheet in the back of the church to sign up. We are also asking for donations for
our silent auction, as well as individually wrapped candy for the kids. Contact Alesia
Pearson or Carrie Enocksen if you have questions.

Lutheran World Relief Kits: We’ll be collecting items for Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
Kits through the end of October. Please bring your items or make your financial
contributions no later than October 29. For financial contributions, please be sure to
indicate LRW-baby kit or LWR-personal care kit and we’ll do the shopping for you. Contact
Alesia Pearson or Susan Wrobbel if you have questions.

Complete Baby Care Kit** Complete Personal Care Kit
2- cotton t-shirts (if it’s a onesie, we’ll cut | 1- lightweight bath-size towel (dark color
off the bottom and hem it) referred)
2- gowns or sleeper (no feet) (or t-shirts and | 2- bath-size bars of soap
pants) 1- adult-size toothbrush in its original
2- pairs of socks packaging.
4- cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 1- sturdy comb
2- receiving blankets 1- metal nail clippers
2- diaper pins or jumbo safety pins 1- long piece of yarn or ribbon to tie up this
2-3 bars of soap (equaling 8-9 0z) bundle
1- jacket, sweatshirt, or sweating with a
hood (or include a baby hat)
1- hand towel (dark color preferred)
**Sizes 6 months — 24 months**
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Members of Central Lutheran Church,

As President of the Central Lutheran Church Council, I am
calling a Congregational Meeting to be held immediately
following the Worship Service on Sunday, October 22nd.
The purpose of this meeting is to vote on a proposed
expenditure using the Legacy funds from the sale of the
Bethany facility. The expenditure would be used to purchase
and install this electronic sign in front of the Church, to
replace the existing wooden sign which has deteriorated, and :
which is not as noticeable as it used to be because of the trees. An electronlc sign attracts
more attention, provides flexibility to change the content based on changes in seasons and
upcoming activities, and will more effectively communicate the ministries provided by our
church.

Please make plans to attend this meeting.

-Mark Buie, Council President

Veteran’s Day List: We keep a list of active-duty military members and veterans who are
part of the congregation. Please see the Veteran's Day brochure posted in the Narthex. You
will find forms to make any changes to the current listings. Please put your form in the
basket provided. The deadline for changes and additions to the Veteran's Day listings

is October 29. If you have questions, contact Anne Monson.

Offering Envelopes: If you'd like to continue receiving offering envelopes, please let the
church office know by calling the office (214-327-2222), or sending an email
(central.lutheran.dallas@gmail.com).

Note: This year we are doing envelopes a little differently. Instead of ordering envelopes
that are dated for every week, we will have DIY envelopes that can be used at any time. This
reduces waste so we can be better stewards of God's creation.

Fresh Flowers: Fresh flowers and potted plants invite us to reflect on the beauty and
mystery of God's creation. In order to help this connection, we are going to stop using
plastic flowers on the Altar and other places on the church property. You may contact the
church office if you would like to offer fresh flowers or live plants for the Altar.
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Scan this QR code (or go to linktr.ee/centrallutheranchurch) to
connect with us, join our mailing list, or donate online.

Our Prayer List: Please submit your prayer requests to the church office
via email (central.lutheran.dallas@gmail.com) or via phone (214-327-2222).

PRAYERS FOR HEALING & COMFORT

For healing Relationship

Ruth & Eddie Steiner Sister & Brother-in-law of Susan
Wrobbel and Judy Koble

Charlotte Breedlove Neighbor of Harold Jones

Irisz Gonda Friend of Pastor Veronika

Pr. Rich Pounds Former Pastor of Central

Dennis Bush Friend of Colby Jones

Tracee Bond Friend of Charlotte Danielson

Selena Dybdahl Sister of Mary Glenn

Church Members
Lydia Landfair
Don Smith

Mario Montejo
Kris McDowell
Patsy Schoen
Lionel Schoen
Yuvonne Muirhead
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