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Central Lutheran Church, ELCA 
1000 Easton Rd., Dallas, Texas 

 

God calls us to proclaim the Gospel and demonstrate Christ’s love for all. 

Please turn off your cell phone. 

This service is being livestreamed to our neighbors near and far on Facebook.  

Most of the sanctuary- including all leaders and worshippers- is on camera. 
 

 

BELL PEAL (10:30 am) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have 

squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 

Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen.  



3 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN       ELW 799 

 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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NOW THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 

the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 

strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 3:1-15 
1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 

beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of 

the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, 

yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and 

see why the bush is not burned up.” 4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God 

called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come 

no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 

ground.” 6He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

 7Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have 

heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come 

down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and 

broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 

the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now 

come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to 

Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I 

that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I will be with 

you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 

 13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 

ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 

them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the 

Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 

Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all 

generations.” 

L Word of God, Word of Life 

C Thanks be to God 
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PSALM 138 

Sung responsively. 

 
  1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 

  I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 

 2Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 

  examine my heart | and my mind. 

 3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 

  I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 

 4I have not sat | with the worthless, 

  nor do I consort with | the deceitful. 

 5I have hated the company of | evildoers; 

  I will not sit down | with the wicked. 

 6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 

  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 

 7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 

  and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 

 8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 

  and the place where your glo- | ry abides. 

 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:9-21 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 

weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 

with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 

thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 

peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 

them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals 

on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

L Word of God, Word of Life   

C Thanks be to God 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON       Pastor Veronika 

 

 
 

P   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

 

READING OF THE GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 

his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter 

took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 

happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” 

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 

them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 

their life? 

 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 

will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

SERMON         Pastor Veronika   
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        ELW 815 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and  

    the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the          

     forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Please sit or kneel for prayer.  

 

The response to each spoken petition is: 

P Lord, in your mercy  

C Hear our prayer. 

People with prayer needs: Lydia Landfair, Irisz Gonda, Paul Chambers, and Rich Pounds.  

The prayers conclude: 

P …through your son Jesus Christ, our Lord  

C Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
The peace we share is a sign of God’s mission of reconciliation among us and the reconciliation we have with 

one another in Christ Jesus. Please offer a symbol of reconciliation to one another. 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.           

C And also with you.  

 

THE OFFERING 
We give thanks for what God has first given us. Our ministry to the people of East Dallas is supported by your 

offering. An offering plate is available in the narthex after worship. You may also use our online giving 

through Vanco, PayPal, or Givelify (available in the App Store) or continue to mail your offerings to our 

office. 
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MUSICAL OFFERING: As the Grains of Wheat    
All stand to sing.  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P  Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

C you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of your 

creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with 

your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE  

It is indeed our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

HOLY 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed…  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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COMMUNION 
As you come forward for the Sacrament, please sanitize your hands with the sanitizer found on the first pew. 

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. You may kneel or stand. The host will be dipped in the chalice and 

placed in your hand. If you prefer to receive only the host, please tell the ministers. If you would like to receive a 

blessing instead, please fold your arms in front of your chest. At this time there is no consecrated grape juice.  

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
Follow the guidance of the ushers if you decide to walk up to the Altar to receive the Sacraments.  

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Meditative organ music is played as the congregation receives the Holy Communion.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray, generous God, 

C We thank you for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 

through the one who is our dearest treasure, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, 

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         ELW 547 
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DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  

Acknowledgments:  

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Entrance Hymn: Come Follow Me, the Savior Spake 

Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624-1677; tr. Charles W. Shaeffer, 1813-1896, alt.  

Music: MACHS MIT MIR, GOTT, Bartholomäus Gesius, 1555-1613; adapt. Johann Herman Schein, 1586-1630 

 

Hymn of the Day: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson 

Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration 

 

Musical Offering: As the Grains of Wheat 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications 

Holy 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications 

 

Lamb of God 

Text: ICET; additional text by Marty Haugen, © 1990, GIA Publiations, Inc.  

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  

 

Sending Hymn: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Visitors, we are glad to have you with us and invite you to come again! 
 

Pr. Veronika’s Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 10 am - 2 pm; other days/times by 

appointment.  
 

Serving in Worship today: Usher: Jan Moody, and Lector: Ed Wolfgang 
 

Ushers & Lectors needed: Please sign up on the bulletin board in the education building. 

 

Ordination of Mallory Morris: First United is getting a new pastor! Mallory Morris will 

be ordained on Saturday, September 9, at 3 pm at Calvary Lutheran Church (7620 

Baker Blvd, Richland Hills 76118). Bishop Gronberg will preside. 

 

Council Meeting: Next Sunday, September 10 at noon.  

 

Lydia Circle: Lydia Circle meets on the second Monday of every month (September 11) in 

the church library at 7:00 pm. Any women who wish to join are welcome. 

 

Sunday School & Lunch: We are trying a new ministry! We are having once-a-month 

"Sunday School" for all ages. Join us for a lunch and discussion of the Bible and our 

Lutheran heritage after worship. Our first meeting will be Sept 17 at noon but in the 

following months, we will meet the first Sunday of each month. After lunch, we will enjoy a 

multi-generational activity before the kids go to their classes for music, Bible stories, 

discussion, and crafts. This fall we will study “Together by Grace: Introducing the 

Lutherans“. Come join the fellowship and ministry together! 

 

Fieldtrip to Gardener of Peace Exhibition: Join us at the Conduit Gallery (1626 Hi Line 

Dr. Dallas, TX 75207) for a guided tour offered by our former member, Reinhard Ziegler. 

This current exhibition might be his most spiritual artistic expression rooted in devotion, 

prayer, and reconciliation organized around the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi. Let's 

meet at the Gallery at 3:30 pm on Saturday, September 16 for an Open House style tour 

with the artist. If you are interested in carpooling, let the office know.  
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Scan this QR code (or go to linktr.ee/centrallutheranchurch) to connect 

with us, join our mailing list, or donate online.  

 

 

 

Our Prayer List: Please submit your prayer requests to the church office via email 

(central.lutheran.dallas@gmail.com) or via phone (214-327-2222).  

 
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING & COMFORT 

 

For healing Relationship 

Ruth Steiner                                                  Sister of Susan and Judy 

Charlotte Breedlove Neighbor of Harold Jones 

Irisz Gonda Friend of Pastor Veronika 

Pr. Rich Pounds Former Pastor of Central 

Gaynelle Burk Friend of Colby Jones 

Dennis Bush Friend of Colby Jones 

Selena Dybdahl  Sister of Mary Glenn 

Church Members Those we Mourn 

Lydia Landfair Barbara Quill 

Don Smith 

Mario Montejo 

Kris McDowell 

Patsy Schoen 

Lionel Schoen 

Yuvonne Muirhead 

Paul Chambers 

Mary Haynie 

Glenna Burley, Joel Glenn’s mother 

 

 


