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Central Lutheran Church, ELCA 
1000 Easton Rd., Dallas, Texas 

 

God calls us to proclaim the Gospel and demonstrate Christ’s love for all. 

Please turn off your cell phone. 

This service is being livestreamed to our neighbors near and far on Facebook.  

Most of the sanctuary- including all leaders and worshippers- is on camera. 
 

 

BELL PEAL (10:30 am) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have 

squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 

Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen.  
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ENTRANCE HYMN       ELW 676 

 

 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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NOW THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 

Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 

that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 45:1-15 

[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1Joseph could no longer 

control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away 

from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 

brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh 

heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 

could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I 

am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or 

angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 

life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 

which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for 

you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who 

sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 

ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 

your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You 

shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your 

children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide 

for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your 

household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the 

eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell 

my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring 

my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while 

Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and 

after that his brothers talked with him. 

L Word of God, Word of Life 

C Thanks be to God 
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PSALM 67 

Sung responsively. 

 
  1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 

  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.  

 5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

 7May God | give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. 

 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 

rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient 

to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been 

disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 

mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

L Word of God, Word of Life 

C Thanks be to God 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON       Pastor Veronika 
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P   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

 

READING OF THE GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-28 
10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what 

goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 

defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees 

took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my 

heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of 

the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said 

to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 

understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and 

goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 

this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, 

theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 

hands does not defile.” 

 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at 

all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 

after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 

came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take 

the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 

the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is 

your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   

C   Praise to you O Christ 
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SERMON         Pastor Veronika   
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        ELW 635 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and  

    the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the          

     forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Please sit or kneel for prayer.  

 

The response to each spoken petition is: 

P Lord, in your mercy  

C Hear our prayer. 

People with prayer needs: Lydia Landfair, Irisz Gonda, Paul Chambers, Rich Pounds, and 

Dawn Gray.  

The prayers conclude: 

P …through your son Jesus Christ, our Lord  

C Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
The peace we share is a sign of God’s mission of reconciliation among us and the reconciliation we have with 

one another in Christ Jesus. Please offer a symbol of reconciliation to one another. 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.           

C And also with you.  

 

THE OFFERING 
We give thanks for what God has first given us. Our ministry to the people of East Dallas is supported by your 

offering. An offering plate is available in the narthex after worship. You may also use our online giving 

through Vanco, PayPal, or Givelify (available in the App Store) or continue to mail your offerings to our 

office.  
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MUSICAL OFFERING: As the Grains of Wheat    
All stand to sing.  

 
 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P  Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

C you are the giver of all good things.  Sustain us with these gifts of your 

creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with 

your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

HOLY 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed…  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P All people are called to Christ’s table.  

Come, eat what is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

COMMUNION 
As you come forward for the Sacrament, please sanitize your hands with the sanitizer found on the first pew. 

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. You may kneel or stand. The host will be dipped in the chalice and 

placed in your hand. If you prefer to receive only the host, please tell the ministers. If you would like to receive a 

blessing instead, please fold your arms in front of your chest. At this time there is no consecrated grape juice.  

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
Follow the guidance of the ushers if you decide to walk up to the Altar to receive the Sacraments.  

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Meditative organ music is played as the congregation receives the Holy Communion.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray, generous God, 

C We thank you for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who 

is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, 

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         ELW 634 

 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE  

Acknowledgments:  

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Entrance Hymn: Lord, Speak to us That we May Speak 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.  

Music: CANONBURY, Robert Schumann, 1810-1856 

 

Hymn of the Day: We Walk by Faith 

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.  

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Musical Offering: As the Grains of Wheat 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications 

 

Holy 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications 

 

Lamb of God 

Text: ICET; additional text by Marty Haugen, © 1990, GIA Publiations, Inc.  

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  

 

Sending Hymn: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! 

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6 

Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1965-1844 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Visitors, we are glad to have you with us and invite you to come again! 
 

Pr. Veronika’s Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 10 am - 2 pm; other days/times by 

appointment.  
 

Serving in Worship today: Ushers: Anne Monson & David Hopson, and Lector: Carrie 

Enocksen 
 

Ushers & Lectors needed: Please sign up on the bulletin board in the education building. 

 

Rally Day: Rally Day, our ministry fair, will be after church, today, at noon. Come enjoy 

food and fellowship while learning about how you can get involved with our ministries. 

Brisket will be provided.  

 

Pr. Todd Bruning Retirement: Pastor Todd Bruning's retirement worship service is going 

to be at Central. August 26 at 5 pm with a small reception to follow. Pastor Todd is the 

emeritus minister of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Dallas. He is connected with Central 

Lutheran's history in many ways, including when he got married at our Sanctuary 25 years 

ago. All are invited to pray with him and his family in this next chapter of their lives, enjoy 

wonderful music and fellowship time. Bishop Erik Gronberg will be presiding at the service. 

 
 

 

Scan this QR code (or go to linktr.ee/centrallutheranchurch) to connect 

with us, join our mailing list, or donate online.  
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Our Prayer List: Please submit your prayer requests to the church office via email 

(central.lutheran.dallas@gmail.com) or via phone (214-327-2222).  

 
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING & COMFORT 

 

For healing Relationship 

Ruth Steiner                                                  Sister of Susan and Judy 

Charlotte Breedlove Neighbor of Harold Jones 

Dawn Gray Bethany CDC Teacher 

Joe Rozier Friend of Anne Monson 

Irisz Gonda Friend of Pastor Veronika 

Lauryn Marin - and her children, 

Stella and Jude 

Bethany CDC Teacher 

Pr. Rich Pounds Former Pastor of Central 

Selena Dybdahl  Sister of Mary Glenn 

Church Members Those we Mourn 

Lydia Landfair Barbara Quill 

Don Smith 

Mario Montejo 

Kris McDowell 

Patsy Schoen 

Yuvonne Muirhead 

Paul Chambers 

Mary Haynie 

 

 


